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FREFACE

In looking back over a period of teaching, one quite
often finds himself comparing psst experisnces, This may
be in a number of ways, auchias the types of schools in
which one has taught, the :tudents in various classes or the
subjects oalled upon to teach, It may also include the
facilities or ppportunitioo at a particular school, the
method or,inst;uetion uged and the assoclstion made with
members of the teaching profession.

Having thought of those particulars at different times,

it began to seem to the writer that the experiences encountere

ed while teaching in both the {ndependent and publie schools

provided an unusual opportunity, Sxperiences such as these

could be used as a bhasis for a compsrison of variocus phases
of a schoolts owriculum., It was declded therefors, to
attempt a survey of certain aspects of the gsography curriculum
as found in the two types of schools, It was also decided to
use only the writer's present tsaching assignment at an ine
dependent school and net those of former positions ¢n
indepsndent snd public schools for the purpose of making come
parisons, In doing so the attention would be focused on the
problems of today, thereby avolding the possiblility of dwelle
ing on condi tions a8 they might have been, or were thought
to have been in the past,

The purpose of thls paper is to present an analysis and

interpretation of the findings by a questionnaire used for
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obtaining information relative to the intermediate geography
programs of seleoted schools, The schools chosen as members
of the survey group were those of the writer's present
teaching assignment, an independent school, The Latin School
of Chicago, and certain selected public schools, The publio
schools of Chicago, though they did not becoms a part of
this study, included thoaze located within the sseme section
of the city as the independent school, and others at or nesr
former teachling assicnments in downstate localitles of
Assumption, Auburn, Macon and Moweaqua, Illinols, The reasons
for choosing these schools were for the sake of expediency,
the achool‘yoar was drawing to a close and little time was
avallable to obtain the needed informatbn to complete a survey
of this type. The writer was also personally acquainted with
the administérators of the selected schools and had been assured
by them of thelr willingness ¢o cooperate in the project,
Sinocere apﬁrociation 13 expresssd to the members of the
faculty and other personnel of the coopersating schools for
thelr time and effort required to gather the needed information
to mim the survey, Spscial recognition is dus Dr, Dallas A,
Price, Head of the Geography Depsrtment, Hastern Illinois
¥niversity, for his valuable mdvice ani guldance in the
prasparation of this paper,

Dale D, Workmn
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Chapter I
INTRODUCTION

The term Indepsndent School 13 not clearly understood by
everyone, and as & result ther§ are varying 1deas and often-
times misconceptions as to 1ts function as an institution in
our socliety, To 1llustrate this statemsnt, one could mention
a remark that was overheard by the writer while riding a
Chicago public city bus. As the hus was passing a private
school, one person commented to enother that 1t was an
attractive set of buildings, His friend agreed with him
that 1t was a goodelooking schooi. but added that 1t was only
for the "La de da Tribe.” What hla'ﬂ%%oaption of this partie
cular type of school might have been and how htrobtainod it
is, of course, only open for an expression of 6;f;ianu. Per=-
haps he had known of someone who had attended such a school,
Again, he might have heard that 1t was rather expsnsive and
exglusive, and therefore condluded that only a privileged
group could afford the high cost of necessary tuition,

On the other hand, Dr. Frank 3, Endicott of Northwestern
University, the lecturer at a professional mseting of teachers
and administrators of independent schools, emphasized that the
private school offered many opportunities, He was calling
this to the attentlon of teachers employed by independent
schools and to the administrators looking for new recrults.
He was spealing as an informed person, since he was the

director of the buresu of teacher placement at the university.
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The two comparative remarks, one by a passer«by, to the
effect that an independent school was only for the "La de da
Tribe", and the other by an educator who was extolling its
merits for teaching opportunities, are just two opinions among
manye. They seem to be representative, however, of those mmde
by people with varying knowledge about the functions of an
independent school,

Upon further contemplation, one might be inclined %o
wonder how the private school ¢compares with the publiec school
in its method and opportunities for education, and the degree
of success that each achieves, To BRAPTOW the problem further,

one or more schools of each type™ cbwlll:bs seletted for the

speei}fic purpose of comparing the geography programs of their

fifth and sixth grades. 8ince the writer alisﬁfﬁizgés these
subjects in those particular gradea, 1t seemed more appropriate
to use the information relative to thad-part of the schools
curriculums as the tasis of the comparisons,

In analysing the ocurriculum of any school, one might have
a look at its stated philosophy and aims, The writer, however,
does not seek to present such an analysis in this paper, but
rather more specific information regarding the faculty, students,
and courses of study. The part the teacher has to play in the
plan of helping educate the sochool's pupils should be considered.
What the teacher has done sinee leaving college for the improvee
ment of academic standing is also important in the overall
plocture of a particular department of the sohool.
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Other pertinent arsas of comparison could include the
school's course of study and an examination of some of the
student's work using that plan under he direction of its
teachers. The future plans of the pupils and past records
of other students who attended the same school, should alse
reflect upan the aceomplishments of a particular school.

In a comparative analysis of the two types of schools,
one could examine them rroﬁ the standpoi:it of their statsd
philosophy and aims, courses of study, faculties, students,
and special educational facllities or opportunities at the
school or within the community. }Onc‘might consider, howsver,
when attempting & survey rolatlnigtﬁéfiwépnrt s the educational
prograz of schools, that it may be difficult to obtain satise
factory responses to all parts of the total ﬁié}é%fi” Unless
the participating schools answer the guestions in full, or are
able to furnish usable informaticn, it will be more difficult
to rake an evaluation of some of the categories under consider=
ation., In certain instances it may prove to be impossible to
make a faly estimate of parts of the program, chiefly bscause
not enough {nformation could be obtained., The replies to this
particular questionnaire, however, indicated a quick response
on the part of the members of the survey teamn,

Refle¢ting upon the problems that one often encounters in
using & written gquestionnaire, it was declded, however, thst
such a survey would be attempted. In doing so, it would be

necessary to ask certain questions of the pubilc and private
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schools to obtain the nesded informetion. Through a serles

of dbasic guestions, inquirles were made about the followingt
A. Faculty

1. How do the faculty members of the schools compare in
their formal training in the discipline of gesgraphy?

2+ What has been the experisnce of the faculties with
regard to the length of service in teaching geo-
graphy for each of the two types of schools?

3, W%hat has been their partiocular accomplishment in
securing advanced training since graduation from
collape?

Le What is their relation with professionsl asaoclations
in the fleld of geographic education?

Be Students P
1. How do the size of ola-::Q'fﬁﬁﬁfﬁd'iniéhe number of
students?

R Y L

2, %hat has been their experiences in ths g;?;é.of travel?

or &

3+ What are their future plans toward advanco& education?

L. How do the students compare in their use of publle
library facilitlies as signified by their possession
of individual library cards?

Ce Courses of 3tudy

" 1. Are the courses of study in geography prepared by
the respective teachers?

2o Is geography taught as a separate subject, or in
combination with other subjects in a soclal studles
program?

3. Are the children required to prepare special written
reports calling for exten:ive use of the school's
library facilities?

4o Are audlo=visusl aids used sxtensively in presenting
additional matsrials on special toplcs?

De Special Facllities or Opportunities at the School

1. What spscial equipment does each aschool have for work
in the fleld of geography?
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2, How does the library resource material for geography
compare in the two types of schools?

3. What sonsideration is given to making fleld trips a
special activity in the overall course of study?

i, ¥hat unusual activities or programs are arranged to
furthsr interest in geography?

These then are the questions whose answars were sought in
the questionnaire, and which will bs subjected to oritical
analyais and intsrpretation in the succesding pages of this

ppoPo'




Chapter IX
METHODS ANWD CLEMENTS OF COMPARISON

A. Plan

In order to obtain certain types of information for come
parison purposes, it was decided to make use of a written
questionnaire for contducting the research. A series of questions
was used that would regquire only & minimum of writing on the
part of the person supplying the answers. The various sections
of the queztionnalre were planned t0 seek only data that would
tend to produce relevant and ult&}gwipformmtion.

During the preparation of tﬁikdﬁfiffbnngifg a decision
had to be made regarding the type of public qgggg}gjﬁhqt
would be best sulted for use in making the cdiii?iﬁE}:. The
conclusion reached was that the schools'! intermediate depart-~
ments should have grades of the same avutismic levels., The list
of schools, 1f possible, should have some that were located
within an area having access to the same general opportunities
as those avallable to the independent school. OQthers could
then be chosen far removed from the local scene and in areas
of somewhat different environmental and cultural backgrounds,
3ix public schools other than the independent school, The Latin
School of Chicago, were contacted by telephone, letter, or
personal interview to obtain their reactions regarding the
circulstion of such a questionnaire, The schools were most
willing and able to coopsrate and indeed proved to be quite
prompt in completing and returning the survey papers,

be-

h*—




A questionnalire was designed to seek information reparde
ing some of the more co-mon aspscts of the intermediate
geography curriculum. The Jquestions used were rsl:tive to
the course of study, the teaching staff, and the students,

The survey also sought information about the spscial education-
al facilities or opportunities at the schools or within the
commuinities relating to googrnphyQ

It was near the end of the school term, however, and the
public schools of Chicaco found their program did not allow
the necessary time to complete the guastionnalire and thus
make possible the =tudy as orimignlly 1ntondod. As a result,
the plan of making comparisons ';:h pnb]io aohoole located
within an ares having the same general opporbun&t}os'aa the
independent school had to be abandoned&, Thi-y;;:ilafortunuto
since it was then only possible to malke comparisons with the
more distant schools having complotelyﬂﬁif?orent environmental
backgrounds.

The remaining schools located at Assumption, Auburn, Macon
and Moweaqua, Illinois, returned their compléted questionnaires,
thus meking it feasible to finish the proposed pro ject. The
schools of the aurvey group are listed below with descriptive
information pertaining to their locations and plan of school
orcanizations,

B. Sohools 8slected for the Survey
l. Independsnt School

a. The Latin School of Chicago
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The Latin School of Chicapro 1s a private day zchool
located within an exclusive section of the city about
fifteen blosks north of the loop, or the downtown part
of Chisago. The school consists of two bulldings
separated Ly approximately six bloscks of residential
homes, interspersed with hotels and recently constructed

higherise apartmsnt bulldings. One building,; known as
the Upper School, hes about 200 students of grades seven
to twelve. The other building containing the elsmentary
depertment, or Lower 3c6hool, haz an enrollment of nesarly
300 pupils from kindorg.rton through grade six,

The fifth grade solaa?#ﬁ fo¥ thls . stady has two
sections of 15 pupils each, while the sixth grade has
two sections with 20 in eachgroup. The éipgfpghy work
in the two respective grades is recognized as ; valuable
portion ef the school's curriculum« It is taught as an
interrated subject of the everall social studlies progran,
¥ost of the students in the two grades live in the
irmediate vicinity end have been enrolled after meeting
certain specific regquirements, among whioch is the
successful completion of an entrance examination. They
are required to pay tuition according to their grade
level and must maintain high standards of academic
achievemsnt, (See map on page 11 for location of ‘hicago,)

Public Schools

The public sahools which took pert in the survey are all

located in small towns ranging in size from 1,250 to 2,300




W people in downstate Illinois. The classes at each school

| have two sections in both the fifth and sixth grades, They
range in size from 22 to 33‘pup113 and meet dally. The
geography material of the two grades is also a part of an
integrated program of social studies, The schools opeftto
under the unit system plan, A1l children attending the
schools at each location live within the immediate towns, or
are from the surrounding rural areas,

a. Assumption, Illinois

Assumption is located on U. S, Highway 51 in

% Christian County about 25 miles south of Decatur.

| The first six grades of”%he*pubiic schools of

k Assumption are in one building and tggrgggnlning

' six at another location. Both bulldfrfg?gave had
recent additions of classrooms to provide space for
the growing number of pupils. “{See map on page 1l
for location of Assumption.)

b, Auburn, Illinois

Auburn 1s in Sangamon County located on Illinois

Highway Number li, about 15 miles south of Springfield.
The elementary school occupies a sepearate bullding

from the high school, (See map on page 11 for location

of Auburn,)
c. Macon, Illinois
Macon is in Macon County on U. S. Highway Number
51, about 10 miles south of Decatur. The elemsntary
and high schools are in two separate bulldings.

(See map on page 11 for location of Macon,)

—%”»
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d. Moweagus, Illinols
Moweaqua 13 in 3helby County on U, S. Highway

Number 51 atout halfeway between Macon and Assumpe
tions The school has recently undergone a moderne
isation progrsm. A new building has been constructed
to accommodate the activities of all puplls in the
elementary and high school departments. (See map om
page 11 for location of Moweaqus.)
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Chapter IXI
RESULTS 0P SURVEY RESPONSES
In undertaking 2 survey for making comparisons of the |

geography currimlum in the intermediate department of schools,

one 13 restricted somevhat as to the cholce of elements for
considerstion., Careful plenning mst de given to include
only those categories that will reveal information concerning
the significance given to geogrsphy within the respsctive
schools,

A visitation to a school would provide an opportunity
to observe 1ta operation., Since i1t is often impossible,
however, to seoe at first hand the intricacies of a school,
such a8 1ts faoculty, students, parents, and progrsm of study,
one must use another method to obteln any desired relative
information,

The use of a survey by written questinnnaire, which
this writer conducted, provides the d®tails needed for come
parative purposes. A survey of this type dealing with the
important elements of the schools?! currionlums reveals likee
nesses and differences, Through a study of the responses one
can select the outstanding qualities characteristic of welle
planned courases of study in gsography, The survey will also
reveal comparable date regarding the faculty, students,
equipment, and special geographiocal sctivities or soolsl
functions of the students in the respsctive schoole,

The writer wished to learn of the requirements of

«l2a
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academic training for geography teachers and whether there was
a noticeable dAifference between travel experiences of teachers
speolaliuing 4in geography, with those having less training in
the subject, Consideration was also given to the posaible
differences in graduate trsining of faculty wmembars involved
with teaching geography on the iatermediate level in the
indepsndent and publie schools. Perhaps there was a notice~
able conneotion hetween membership in geographical professicnal
assoociations and hours of forml training in the disecipline,
In making ocomparisons of the geography programs of the schools
within the survey group, the writer wished to learn of any
extreme deviations in sise of eslasses,

The extsnt of puplls'! travels dstermines ways in which
plans for the course of study should be made to eapitalize
on these experiences. The teacher would find students, who
have traveled extensively, more receptive to the idea of
undertaking a conocentrated study of geography. 3Sinece the
pupils have already been exposed to general information aone
ceraing an area, & program oan be arranged to assist students
to obtai n more thorough knowledge sbout the region. The
teacher having pupils devoid ef the experiences of extensive
travel must be centent in introduscing a study requiring less
baockground information.

The survey responses would reveal a relation between
students! opportunities for ebtaining library resources and
the uses made of such referencs materials for their geography

work in the soeisl studies programs There would alsc be
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indications regarding the sasdequacy of supplies of equipment
for the teaching of geography in the schools., The writer
wanted to learn by a study of the responses of the survey,
whether the differences in the amount of egquipment were
attributable % the teacher's academie tralining in geography.
The questionnaire was used te learmn whether there were
differences in teachers'! responsibilities in prepasring courses
of study for the two types of schools., The survey would also
indicate if there were similarities in kinds of lesson pree
paration requirad of the students,

The results of the survey would make it possible to
determine a relationship of fleld trips to the avallability
and use of appropriate resourcesfor furthering geographlc
understandings. The writer would also seek to determine
whether there was a relsitionshlp between the amount of a
tesacher'!s travel experiences. and the number of field trips
planned for his students, The same consideration would be
given to determining the number of trips made to local points
of interest, or t hose to more distsnt places.

The writer wished tofind by compsarison of survey responses,
what unusual pro jects the independent or publiec schools were
promoting to further an interest in the vital subjlect of
geography, Perhaps 1t would be possible to learn of new or
unique ittempts being made to teach boys and ¢irls the concepts
of geography. The questionnaire might reveal new approaches
to the teaching of mants sctivities involved in the production,

distribution, end consumption of food. The responses might
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indicete unusual procedures used in teaching the relstionships
involved in the partnership of man and his earth for other
essentlels, such as clothing, shelter, tranaportation, and
communication. The guestionnatre might reveal ways geography
was being utillized to insure the recognition of the importance
of people and their activities on the local, state, national
and international levels,

A summery in tabular form of the responses to ths various
inquiriee provides one with a ready reference of avallable
data for preparing evaluations, or in making conclusions,

The next four pagss contaln a record of the 1tems and informstion
gathered from the questionnaire aa found in Appendix A of
this paper,
#Identificetlion of “chools
School Number 1 The Latin fchool of Chicapo

School Number 2 The Assumption Puhlle Schoocls of Assumption,
Illinols

School Numbaer 3 The Auburn Publie Sohools of Auburn, Illinols
School Number L, The Macon Public Schools of Macon, Illinoils
School Number 5 The Moweagua Public Schools of Moweajua,
Illinols
##Classes or Sections of Grades
& «« Griade S
b ~= Grude S

=w {irade 6

(]

(=3

== Grade 6
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#»isethod of Recording Fesponses
Numbers were used to record factual information
A "Yes'" response was indlcated by an X

A "o" response was Indlcated by a blank space
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F

Identification of Schoois®

Classes or Sertions of Cradus®s
Sebjects and Categories of Surve; %«
I, Faculty

A, Academic Training

1, Years of celiege completed

2, Attended cullega during lact § vears
$. Major in Geograply )

4. Minor in Geography

5. Samester hours in Geography

&, Plan to attend college in tae future
7. Work toward an advanced degree

Teaching Espericace

1. Taug*: more than » years

2. Taught less then 3 years

3. Number of classes cach day

4, Number of students in each'ciaz;;
5. Teach in a homerocora system

8. Teach {n & Jdep:rtmenta) sysiem

Travel Experience (Places Visited)

1., Number of states

2, Number of foreign countries
3. Springfielid, Illinois

4, Chicago, Iliinois

5. New York, New York

8., Washington, D, C,

D, Professicna! Assoriaticns

1, Do you belong to, attend mectings of,
or suabscrive to publications of the

following organizations ?

a) American Geographical Soniety

b) Natl, Council for Geographic Educ,
c) llinuis Geographical Soclety

dj Chicago Gecgraphic Society

COMPILATION

School No, 1

X » < d

41 4F 4% 4;
X X b 4 b 4
X x x x
48

=
T . S

A

L}

41 41 41 41
2 2 2 2
KY { X x
x x x
X X x x
X x x x
X X X x
>4 b 4 b4 X

OF

TABLE 1
QUESTIONNAIRRE
School No, 2 " School No, 3
2 b ¢ d a b c d
3 4 5 4 4 a 1 4
X X x X X
3 0 0 3 ¢ 8 0 0
X x X X ox X
x X X X

x X X x X X x
X
7 7 8 R K 7 8 8
22 23 2 23 33 33 29 3¢
X X x X x % X X
30 15 28 1.2 13 25 1% 18
2 0 S ! 0 1 0 1
X X x x X X X x
X x x X X x x x
x X x
X ¥ x x
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Students
A, Size of Classes

1, Sections or classes in this grade
2, Studen's in this section or class

3, Students of this grade in the entire school

B, Travel Experience

1., States

a) Number visited ail of the states
b) Greatest number visited by any pupil
¢) Different states visited by pupils

Foreign ('ouvntries

a; Number visited a foreign country

b) Greates' number visited by any pupil
c) Different counirie: visi~ed by pupils
American (ities

a) How manyv have visited the following?
(1) Springfield, Lilinois

(2) Chicago, Illinois

)
(2)
.3) New York, New York
(4) Washington, D, C,

C, Cultural Societies

1, How many have membership cards for
or attend meetings of the following®

a) Public library
b) Geographic societies

D . Future Educational Plans

1, Plan to «ttend college
2. Seek employment! after high school

School No, 1

a

10
30

32
46

]

o
o

b

12
8
32

[@,]

v
© o

o

o

20
40

44.
47

17
'8
23

20,
20
18
10

d

2
20
40

- O
b

15
20
37

20
20
13
14

TABIK

Schoo. No,

- Contned
2 School

a b ( d a b
2 2 p4 2
22 23 2 74 33 33
40 45 4.5 45 56 635
0 0 0 0 0 0
M 9 20 139 21 43
47 20 31 37 44 45
3 1 4 3 3 5
2 \ 1 | i L
3 1 2 2 2 2
22 23 22 22 33 33
12 6 14 1 2?2 14
] 0 2 0 1 3
3 0 3 ! 2 3
12 12 5 11 21 13

0 0 0 9] 0
16 18 8 15 32 21
1 4 4 5 1 12
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30

60
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-1 ©

O = o= W
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17
13

30
6¢

33
40

“w

30
22

~ohoul No, 4

a

2
27
93

22
38

[\ SR &)

23
11

w o

b

2
26
53

10
18

W e = N

C

2
27
05

25
4

0

8

s

28
25

0
28
39

NS g

28
16
Z

acheol No, 5

o
=

12
18

v

o=

=N = NS
oo

is
G

2

bk,

b

20

0

12

C

J2
13
0

~N

[

d

9. W

2 r

48
48

S



Sc<hool No ', 1
a b ¢ d
III, Courses of Study
A, Plan
1. Geography taught as a separate subject
2. Geography taught as part of social studies x X X x
3. Western Hemisphere main part of course x x
4, Eastern Hemisphere main part of course x x
5. Copyright date of present textbooks 61 61 61 61 ‘
6. Workbooks are part of year's program X X X x
7. Sound films are part of year's program X X X x
8, Filmstrips are used to supplement texts x x X x
9. Students have individual copies of the
following:
a) Junior Scholastic Magawine X x X X
b) National Geographic School Bulletin x X X X
¢) Booklet of Map Skill Exercises x x X x
d) Desk or Classroom Atlas X X X x
3., Procedure
1, Teacher makes plans of course of study x X X x
2. Plans przp-red by committee of teaciiers
3. Superintendent's office furnishes plans
4, Students prepare detailed reports x x X x
5. Students furnishe! lists of references X x x X
6. Map: prepared by students during year 25 25 30 30
7. Evaluation sheets f>r judging of mep skills x x X - x
8, Teacher preperes own copies of tests x x xi x
9. Teacher uses copies of published tests x X X X

19

TABLE 1 -- Continued

School No, 2

a

59

15

b

59

¢

60

d

60

20

School No, 3

60

10

b

60

Cc

60

30

d

60

School No, 4

a b
x X

X X

63 63
X

X x

X

x X

X

10 15
x

x x

X x

C

62

d

57

School No, §
a b c d

60 60 61 60
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1‘ TABLE 1 -- Continued

School No3. 1 School No, 2 School No, 3 Tt No, 4 School No, 5

a b <c¢] d a b ¢ d a'bcd 3 a b ¢ d

o
o)
(o9

IV, Special Facilities or Opportunities at the
School or Within the Community

PRSP

A, Classroom

Ul
]
-1
(&)
-3
(7]
(-]
(3 ]
o™

1, Number of large wall maps
2. Wall chart of geographical terms
3. Number of large reference atlases
4. Geographical dictionary
5. Unabridged dictionary
6. Sufficient bulletin board space
7. File cabinet storage space for pictures
8, Sufficient supply of printed outline maps
8. Adequate space for copies of maps
10, Wall mounted movie screen
11, Sets of standard encyclopedias
12, Planetarium available for use
13. Large classroom globe

o

—
o

—

(3]

16 16 9 3 8 10?’- 8

™o

,4
—
—
—
—
(%]
[FSEET
- X

[\
—

M X K =<
]
M X MK MM
»”

K X X MM
MMM KM
M
KoM oM X X
M oMo X M
KoM MO
¥
MK KX

[\V]
w
[\~
[\
—
nNe
[ ]
[\
p—
[ -]
»
=
w

M OM OB M OM MM K X — K =
o
»
]

MoM oo MM MK M X
KX X X X K X M

MoX M MMM MKMW —
~
¥
W
w
»
]
»
»
¥
»
»
L 3 ]
»

Mo = X MM MMM
MM DM M MMM MK DK
oMK MM MM KK DM

B, Library

1. Full time librarian

2. Regular classes for library skills

3. Different kinds of world atlases

4, Sets of standard encyclopedias

5. Bound copies of Natl, Geog, Magaxine

6. Index for National Geographic Magazines

7, Copies of daily newspapers

8. Current magazines on file

9. Approximate number of books in library
(Number given in hundreds)

C. Special Activities

»
(3]

M MMM 3~ MK
(41
K N e
oo
N
&
[
(X
()
[
o
o

o. .

T T I I B B

o
M MMM T~ N

Co O I B RN B

1, Field trips taken each year

a) Local 10 10 9 9 0 0 0 o c 0o 0 O
b) Out of town o 0 1

2, Students study a foreign language X X X x

3. Television used as a source of information x x x x X x X x x x
4. Breakfast of foreign menu at school X X x| X '

5. Geography Club
6. Geography Map Exhibit x x x! x

7. Geographers or world travelers visit classx x x x X X . x x X
8, Students tour map publishing company x x




Chapter IV
ANALYSIS DRAWR FROM THE SURVEY
The member achools of the survey group were qulte prompt
in returning their questionnaires, The responsss to the
various questions were racorded and used as & basis for making
an analysis and comparison of the Iintermediate geography
curriculum of selected schools., The schools of the group
included the independent school, The Latin School of Chicago,
and the public schools of Assumption, Anburn, Macon, and
tioweaqua, Illineis. The following meterial is a record of
the analysis and comparisons drawn from the tabulation of
responses to the guestionnsire
As. Faculty
1, Formal Trd ning
Formal training in a discipline on the part of a
teacher in the educative process in recognized as an
ossential qualification, This viewpoint can be
considered from two positions, The well=trained
teschey should be more sble to present hls subject
metter with ease in an intelligent mmnner, and the
student would &lso bs in a position of recelving the
benefits from such special tralning.
#e The Independent School
The teacher of soclal studies in intermediste grades
of the independent school, The Latin School of Chicage,
with a2 major in ths fleld of geography, has accumulated

s
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48 semestor hours of tralning in the subject. The

length of training in geogrephy for this teacher is

longer than that of the publie schoola' tesachers,

sinoce the independent school requires & degree in the

subjest for teaching in the social studies deparitment,

b, Publiec Bchools
The questionnalre dild not sesek informatlon regerding

the degres of preparation of teachers other than that of
geography. There is no way of determining the type of
eollege degres held by the other teachers, since none
of them indicated a major in this field.

One of the fifth grade teachers st Auburn has comw
pleted six hours of work im geography. Two of the tsachers
of Lssumption, one in sach of the fifth and sixth grades,
have finished thres hours of training in the subject, The
remaining five teachers of these two locations have no
formal training in geography.

Hacon has two teachers, ones in each of the fifth and
sixth grades who have nine hours of geogrephy work, iach
of the other two teachers of the same pgrades has completed
six hours of work in the subjeoct,

NMowegque has one teacher in grade slix with nine hours
of work in geography and a teacher in grade five with
eight semestsr hours of training in the subject, The
remaining two teschers of Moweaqua, one each in grades

five and #ix, have completed slx hours of work in geography.
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2« Teaching Lxperisence
There is a saying to the effect thot "experlence is
the boast tescher.” A comment of this type 1s, of course,
debatabdle; howaver, 1t gseoms worthwhile for a teacher to
have experlience In his field of sndesavor, The amount of

tesaching experience may be the same in length of time for

two or more tsachers) however, there can be much differ-
snce in regard to the type of experience involved, In
consldering the necessity of experlence, one needs a
sufflclent amount to ensble him to handle the position
with confidence, The assurance of knowing whet to do
13 based upon the commsnd of usable knowledpge and Tamiliare i
ity with comparable situatlons. . ?
&, The Indspendent S“chool -
The teacher &t the independent school, The Latin
3chool of Chleagpo, hes completed WMmdre than five years
of tesching, In this respsct the length of time in

PSP

teaching up to five years is egqual to that of three
or four teschers in the schools at Assumptlon, Meecon,
or Moweajua.
b, Public Schools

All of the teachers in grades flve and six at
Auburn have completed more than five years of itsachling.
One teacher in each of the schools at Assumption,
Yacon, asnd Moweaqua has complsted less thsn flve years

of teuching expsrience,
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Graduate Tralnlng
Ugraduate Yrulning is slso important to the general
Inmprovement of a teachsr's knowledge and skilles, The
sscuring of extre tralning st the unlversity on graduate
lzvel 1s ususlly on a personal basis., The cholce 1s up
to the tsacher; however, zoms schools reguire this sxtra
preparatlion. Meny toeachers are rakling use of an oppore-
tunlty to sttend college durling summer or evening prograns,
a., Independent School
The teacher of the Independent Scheol attsnded
collepe durlng the last flve yesrs. There was also
an indication of planning to work toward an advanced
degree in the future,
be Fublic “chools
Two of the four teachers of Assumption attended
college during the last flve yeur®. The ssme two szlso
indicated they were plsnning on continulng college work
in the future by working toward an szdvsnced degres,
A1l eight of the teachers at Auburn snd Macon attended
college during the last flve years, Only four of them,
however, plan to work for an advanced degree., Two of
the four tesschers of Howsaque plan ﬁa attend college
in the futures, Only one of the two Indicated planning
work toward an advanced degree,
Travel Expasrisnces
| Travel and 1ts assoclatsd experiences broadens one's

outlook on the world's perspsetive, The physleal

g
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features of the sarth and the marvels of man's construce
tion coms to life as one views them in his travels, The
benefits obtained from an everwwidening field of travel -
are an educstion in themselves, The opportunities of
travel are abundant snd no longer belong to those that
make up a privileged minority, Travelers by the millions
are visiting more and more of the world's treasures of
scenice wonderlsnds, The destinations of their trips are
the oculminations of hopes and dreams fulfilled, and are
often rewarding to the individuals concerned,

To the person possessing s knowledge of geography
and its meny implicetions, the route of travel for those
individusls also offers s rewarding «xp@pi&npa; Seeing
the products of nsture and the industries ﬁf man while
making & trip or visiting & forelign country provides
an opportunity to see the raluti#&ghip between man's
activitiea and his physical environment. The informatlon
gained from travel and its opportunities do much to en~-
lighten one's knowledge of the ssrth and its products
and of men and his industries,

When one considers the millions of travelers who find
and use the opportunities of enriching their knowlsdge
from experiences of travel, he should also consider the
possibility that meany of these same travelers are teachers,
The travel sxperiences of gesogrsphy teachers can bs used
by them to strengthen the concepts of geography, whioch
they are tesching thelir students, A %teacher’s imowledge
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of the world can be grsetly snriched by travel and axw
ploration. Cuography hes vital significance ln understande
ing a world that nes been partitioned vy iron and uvamboo
curtains, and the tensions involved on either side, o
longer should the students of geography be suvjected to
critlelism of only knowing leocation of capitals or naving
memorized the names of places for scademic regulirements,
The student must be provided opportunities by his geopgraphy
teacher, of recognizing the position geography holds as a
bridge betwesn the physical and soclal sciences, 4 yeacher
can draw upon his personsl inventory of travel experiences
to enrich his clusses ln geography. He may provide the
pupils witi first-hand Inforwatlon regarding the area of
study. His colliection of slides can bring éé@nea of points
of interest to the studeant and aft&n 1@né enphasis and
verification to the subject matter af textbooks,
&, Independent School
The tescher of the independent school, The Leatin

School of C(hicago, indicsted having visited L1 states,

two foreiygn countries and ths nation's capitel. In

this raspect the teacher ranked sacond, as one teucher

in the school at Moweaque hed visited LZ states, three

foreign countries, and Gashington, L. C,

e Fubllie Schools

In lookling st averages for visiting different states,

one finds the teucher of the independent school having
@ record of L1 states, while those of the public schools
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of Moweaqua average 372, Macon 23, Assumption 21, and

Auaburn 17. Only the indepsndent school teacher, the

four teacihers of assumpiion, ons at Hacon, and two

from Howssqua had visited the natlon's caplital.

kelations to Usographlecal Professional Assoclatlions

To possess a memberahlp in snd have assoclations with

professionsl socletics in one's ma jor fisld sives a tsacher
rewarding opportunities, It is uaually a gratifying exe-
perlence o attend the professlonal meetings of geopraphical
socleties, One fenefits from the sclentiflic papers thatl
are resd and discussed by leadlng gsographers, <The possie
bility of coming inte contact with ocutstanding members of
a profsssalonsl soclety 1s an opportunity uaﬁally open
enly to those possessing the necessary quallfications, The
with fellow geographers concernlng the teaching of the
subject, There 1is also an additional opportunity eof
viewing the latest geographical equipment, such as textw

books, atlases, reference books and wall maps from leading

publishers,
a, Independent Ichool
The teacher in the independent school indicated &
positive response to this considerstion. From the
compllation of survey responses, one can see this
teacher has a degres in geography. It seems ressonable
to assume that the teacher having a degree in peography

would show & greater interest by having membership
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and other assoclatlons with profesalonsl socleties in
his major field,
Public Schools
There were no tsachers from the public schools ine
dicating 8 connection with any peographleal professional
assooclations, The survey did not indleste thelr speclalty
in formal education; however, all of them gave negative
reaponses to having earned a major in the fleld of
£80graphy «
Students
Size of Classes
The degree of success one has in teaching & claas
depends upon many things, but one that confronts a tescher
sach day 1s the number of students in his.éoomg The
results one obtalns rests in some measure upon the size
of the clasa, whether it be large or smsll, Some
teachers express a desire to have & small number, while
others prefer a larger group. Agaln, the question of
size of classes appears to be & metter of opinion.
However, 1t seems ressonable thst one which contains
neither of the extremes would be m@r& advantageous for
instruction,
&. Independent School
The independent schoel has a total enrollment of
seventy puplls for its claesses in grades filve and aix,
This 1s far below the general aversage of 101 students

for the five schools in the survey group.
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be Public Schools
Auburn has 126 pupils 1n the four clas=as of 1ts
fifth and sixth grades, An snrollmsnt of this size
makss the school the lerpsst of the group surveyed by
the queastlonnaire, Moweajua with an snrollment of
113 studantas end Macon with 108 puplls are slizhtly
above the rensral average of 101 atudents for all of
the schools, Assumpilon was n 11ttlz lowsr than the
averare, with 90 students in the four classes of 1ts
two grades.
Travel ZTxparisnce
A teacher of zzocsraphy has a declded advanteges In
worlting with pupiles who have enjoyed the erxperiences of é
extenaive twavel., The sxchange of informetion and pe
sulting motivation for learning derived from ths students!
travels cen be used to an advantass in special activities

in & gesography ¢lassroom, The students can bs provided

s i - -

with an opnortunity to slve oral repsrbis concerning
thelr experisnces of travel, The rerorts will serve a
greater nesd if orpanized as & part of the geography
worlk in mocial studies, The atorehouse of facts and
conecepts of geography acquired by the students during
trovel is glweys aveilanle and chlldren are moast willing
to use the knowledge to zdd to the tople of =study,
Plotting on mzps of the routes of travel or the places
or areas of visitatlion also provides an opportunity for

the senuisition or improvemsnt of map skills,
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The children sra usually very happy to dress in costumes
ropresenting foreipsn countriss which they might have
visited during thelr travels, They can arrange exhibits
of products or mataerlals repreasntative of areas of
visitation encountared whlle making trips., Another
activity 1s the preparatlion and serving of foods that
ape typleal of forelon countries., Slides and movies
made by the children on thelr travel sxcursions add much
to the process of motlvation of intersst in the fleld of
geography.

a. Independent 2chool |

The compllatlion of travel expsriences dnes no¥ indicate
any student having visited sll of the 50 states, There
was one student in the independent school who vislted
Lli of the states, ranking in second place for the total
number of states visited., The expericnce of the indepens
dent school children in forelsmn travel reveals that more
than 70 per cent of them traveled to other countries,

The record establlished wes more than three times that of
the nearest competitor in the publie schools,

bs Publle Schools

One of the students at Moweaua had a record of

visiting 48 states, which was higher than any student
from any of the uchools, The pupils at Auburn, Macon,
and Assumption established slightly lower records for
the number of states visited by 2 pupil. The stndents of

the public schools were substantially lower in percentage
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ratings of visltations to different forelgn countrles,
Teenty~three percent of the puplls et Mowesqua Indichted
they had visited forelign countriss, Thelr record was
followed by 19 percent of Auburn's students, 15 per cent
of Mocon's, and 12 per cent of Asmumption's puplls of
grades five and s8ix visiting forelipn countries.
3+ Plans for Future Education
Many students in the intermedlate dspartment of schools
are beginning to formulate ldess &s to thelir future sdue
cation, They are aware of the exlisting conditiona of
sntering schools for advsnced educetion above the sscondary
level, The dally newspapers carry news articles snd edie
torlsls regsrding the necessity of children securing
formal educatlon, They sdvocate seecuring sn educatlion
that #111 eneble them to meet the challenge and responsle
vilities which fsce sveryone of tmday; Leading educators
have written best sellers, in which they recommend young
poopls planning to prepasrs for future lifetime responsible
litles by scquiring s higher educatlon. Farents aask
questions at school meetings concerning their children's
progress and mske inguliries about possible future plans for
acquiring advanced work on the college level,
Geography being one of the disciplines of social studies
is in an important position in & school's curriculum to
indicate the students' poteniial when conszidering making

future plans for furthering one's education,
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- &e Independent 3chool

The compilatlon of responses to thils gquestion reveals
& very poasitive response from the atudents of the indepene
dent school, The Latin Sc¢hool of Chicepgo. They indicated
100 per cent wera planning to attend collegs at a loter
date, 4 respoase of this type helps verify the schoolls
position 88 & college preparstory instltution,

b. Public “chools

Tie students of lMoweaqus Iindloated approximstely 80
per cent were planning to attsnd college, There was a
somewhat lower response of 75 per cent from assumption
and fuburn to this gquestiomy The students at facon
indlcated about 63 per cent were making plans to attend

colleape aftor graduatlion from high school.

i« Use of Public Library Facllities

The many advantages to be had by uslng the servicas
avalilable at & modern public library lend themselves to
the devslopment of & geography grogramn. Haps, atlases,
plctures, scleantifle pspers, sound ilms, filmstrips,
stc,, sre avallable for the asking, The atudent can obtain
help from tralned librarisns in searching for Informstion
relative to thelr psrticular interest,

a, Independent Zchool
In compariang the number of gtudents who meke use of
&vallable public libraries for resding and resasrch pure
poses, one finds the independent school with 77 per cent

f 1ts students possessing library cards, The high
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perczatage of uss of library facilities is indlcative
of student preparation in fulfilling the requlrements
of the schooll's college preparatory program,

be rubllc Schools

A little wmore than 50 por coent of the ghidents of

Assumption and Yowsaqua possess library cards, Aubuprn
reports nearly foriy-elsht per cent of 1ts puplls using
publie library facllities, while only thirty per cent
of ths 5tuﬁents.at ¥acon make use of library cards for

the same opportunlity.

Course of Study

1.

Prepsration of Plans for Ysar's Work

No class in goography is bettar than the course of |
study devlsed for its use or guldance. The classroom
teacher by right of contact with the subject matter is In
year's work, The subject of geography 18 an Important i
part of the soclal studies program, Thare are varylng
opinions among educators whether the subjset should be
presented separately, or in combinstlion with other sube
jects in the soclal studles, In same schools it has a
place in the curriculum on the same 1svel az history,
and in others 14 ls developed in an Integrated or "fuased"
manner in the whole fleld of soeilal studies, The latter
msthod 13 used by all schools of the survey group.
a, Independent School

The teacher of the indepandent zchool 1s responsible

for preparing the plans for teachlng geography in the
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four classes of grades five and sixs The plans are
mads for the completion of the geogrsphy program as
outlined in the school's catalogus.
be Puullc Schools
In this comperison one [inds thet nearly all of the
teachsrs in the public schools of the iurvay group have
the same responsibility of prepering plang for their
partiaular course of study for geography work, The
school of Auburn, however, indicates that the plans are
preparsd by a committee of teachers,
Method of Presentation |
The methods end weys of presentstion of the materials
in peography are as numerous es there &ra.%éaahars engaged
in this worthwhile professionsl aetivity., The lesson
material presented is a ocombination_ of several phasss of
the overall discipline of geography. There are elements
which show emphssis on the physlcal, cultursal, regionsl,
economic, and systematic approsches to the subjsct, Geow
graphy occuples about squal time with history, and is
taught as an inteprated subject in social studies in all
aschools of ths survey group
Textbooks are, of course, most important for any class
&8 & souroce of lnowledge, In the geopgraphy olasse they

should serve as a springboard or & lsunching pad from
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which the students are Insplred to use avallable supple-
mentaery motsrials to do farthar ressarch, Taxtbooks are
more important in the lower grades, since the studeats
have had 1sss trafning with outslds reading materlals,
To use a taxthook only, can be boring to & yowng readar,
who 18 anxious to scquire addlilonal mowledge, A provision
must be made to have suffielent supplementary source
materisls avalleble for use by students inclined to do
edditional reading and work on reesearch projects,
a, Indepsndent School
The independent mchool presents its geography work
as a part of the oversll soelal studles program, The
gome teacher conducts the claszses for geography in both
gsoctione of the Pifth and sixth grides, |
bs Fublie 3choola
The tally of responses to this question is the same
for all publle schools in the survey group. The geopraphy
work 1s a psrt of ths soelsl siudiss progrem in the interw
medizte classzesz of eacch schonl,
3. Preparation of Resorts
The ordinary textbook as found & most intermediate
grade levels seems to be wrlttsn in rather simple lonpusge,
There is a notliceables lacking in detsilsd information.
Hanmy of the important elements of geograchy sre roferred
to In rather vague ways snd gometimes hsve but s sentence

or two regarding them, The teuzcher muat devolop methods

of supplementary resding or research to insure adequate
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coverape of the subject in hand,

Oral reporting will give the students an opportunity
to express themselves before their peers, It 18 an
excellent means of abetting the communicetive process,
The preparation of wrintcn reports 1s also an excellent
device for students to acquire techniques in using
livrary research mstariala. The completed report can be
useful for dass presentation and future reference, The
papers should be carefully read by the teacher and
commented upon in & posltive mamner, elther orally or by
written notstions, The qpy@rtuhity to present or record

favorable commants to encourage students to do good work

should not be overlooked,
&, Independent School
The students of the 1hdapanﬂnnt school are required
to prepsre detalled reports for geography work in both
sections of the fifth and sixth grades, The preparation
of the special papers calls for extenalive uase of the
school's library facllitles,
be Public Schools
The school at Auburn reqaires detalled written
reports for each of ite fifth and sixth grade classes,
The puplls of grade five at Assumption are expected to
prepare detsiled reports in geography, but only one of
its sixth grade clusses needa to meet this requirement,
Macon haa one class in each of its fifth and sixth grades
using this type of lesson preparation, while only one

) N S
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fifth grade class at Mowesaqua is required to prepare
special written reports,
e Use of Audlo=Visusl Alds

One ia often able to understand certain aspects of

geogrephy better with the use of pletures, fllustrations,
and espscially maps, since they are s representation of
all, or a part of the earth's surface, MNaps are one of
the moest important visual slds in the geography program,
whether wall mps, desk outline maps, thoses found in
textbooks, or workbooks. The maps or charts made by
students to illustrate some particular feature of the

sarth, or its products, provide s way to present concepts

about the earth, The bulletin board is an excellent
device in a olassroom to arrange azhibitsnéf éharta.
maps, graephs, diagcrems and posters,. The chalkboard can
be used to demonstrate lmportant concepts of maps as
developed in the geography lesson, Exhibits of products, |
natural and manufectured, can be arrsnged on tables to
add to one'a teaching in geography.
Sound films, filmstripe, globes, wall maps, and other
related visual alde heve much to add to the furtherance
of geographisc lmowldge, Al)l of these serve as a form of
erm chalr travel., There is ne substitute for the experiences
of travel to learn to know sn area intimstely, but these
ald in giving the hast substitute possible for seeing an
ares at firsthend, The sources of this type of material

are indeed numerous. The visusl alds sre inexpensive to
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those that choose to use them in their work., School
supply catalopgues and leading industrial firms can
furnish a detziled desoription of the items upon requsest.
2. Independent School
The independent school makes use of sound films as
& valuable resource materiasl in its geography program.
The school also uses filmstrips as additional supple~
mentery material in the sems progranm,
be Public Schools
All of the clssses of the public schools in the
survey group, with the exception of Macon, use sound
£films a8 a part of their geogruphy resource meterisl,
In this school, however, there are only two clssses,
ons in each fifth and sixth grades, nﬁihg‘ﬁﬁviea in
their geography work, The schools are unanimous in
their use of filmstrips as & supplement to the
materlials found in their basic textbooks,
D, Special Faocilities or Opportunitles st the Schools
The independent school, The Latin School of Chicago,
indicaetes by responses to the questlonnaire that it has a
declded sdvantage in reference to the amount and variety of
uﬁuipmuut for use in its geography program as compared with
either or all of the four public schools, There 18 also a
noticeable difference in library materials avsilable for use
in preparing and presenting lessons in such & fleld of study,
The independent school is very lar ahesd of the publlic schools
in the using of fleld trips as an sdditional method of

www.manaraa.com
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correlating communlty rescurces with 1ts geography lessons,

1.

Geography 2quipment

2, Independent School

The tsbulution sheet reveals the independent school,
has a totsl of 60 largse wall maps for its use in geoe
graphy in the fifth and sixth grades, The mumber of
maps gives 1t a hicher rating for this type of
geography equipment then my of the other schools,

Maps are the tools, or refersnce miterials to 1llustrate
land forma, water bodies, humen factors, political
features, climste, natural resources, transportation
routes, and locations. Outline maps are ussful for the
plotting of verlous types of information relgtiwa to
any of the sbove categories, They shaui& not be used
as busy work, or merely as coloring projects.

The Latin School slso ranks first in the possession
of wall charts of geographieal terms and large refersnce
atlases, Hach of the claszes in its fifth and sixth
gradss has & geographlcal dlotionary for use in research
work, The school alse has & sufficlent supply of desk
outline maps for itas geography work and an sppropriate
storage space for the care of sush maps,

The independent aschool has elght setas of standard
encyolopedias for use by 1ts students in their geoe
grophy work, The same schcol slso has e plenstarium
and & lsrge olassroom globe avallable for use in each

of 1ts dlosarooms,

!
A
|




D

ho

Publiec Schoola
Assunption has two f1fth grade classes with 16 maps
in sach room,; giving 1t more mapas than are found in
any corresponding grade of the other achools of the
survey group, Two schools, Auburn and Macon, have
290 maps each, while Howeaqua has the least number
with a total of 19 maps, Assumption ranks second
in the comparison of the possession of wali charts
of geographiocal terms, Macon has two classrooms
with the same type of wall chart, Yoweaqua also
hag one room in its fifth grade using the chart,
but Auburn does not have this type of visualeald
resource,
hssumption, Auburn, and Magon ench have five large

reference estlases; while MHoweagua has only four books
of this type for use in their geography work. Assump=
tion and Moweaqua also have the geographical dictionary
for use in one of thelr respeoctive classrooms.

All schools, with the exeception of two rooms at
Howaaque report ﬁh@y_hﬁvernaugh desk outline maps
for their use in gaegraphy works The pudbliec schools,
with the exceptlon of two eclassrooms, one at Auburn
and the other at Moweanqua, indlcate they have sufficlent
storage spaoce for the care of maps,

Moweaqua has elesven sets of stendard encyclopedlas
for reference use in the classyrooms, Assumption and

Auburn sach have eight sets of the same type of
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reference mesterial, while Macon has seven sets for
ite students' use in gsography work,

All of the classrooms at Assumption, one sixth grade
gt Auburn, and a room in each of the fifth and sixth
grodes at Mowesqua make use of a planetarium for
geogravhy. The publle schools also possess a globe
for roferance use in their geography classes,

The Library and 1ts Resource Materials
A school's library and its resourses cannot be overw
rated as to importance in the sducationsl system, It is
within this part of the school that teachers and students
look for reading and research msterials to furnish them
with detailed knowledge about meny of the rgcgta of geo=
graphys The avallable indexes and card catalogues have
listings of reference valusvle to students and teachers
in locating informstion for speclal projects in the same
subject, The librarian has a vital role to play in
helping the students scquaint themselves with the use of
geographicel raference end resource meterials,
a. Independent School
The independent school has the services of a fulletime
librarian, The achool also provides instruction for
ita sgudents in the use of library facilitiea, There are
15 different kindas of world atlases ss well as seven sets
of ena&elayadiaa avallable for use by the students of

grades riva‘nnd six, The independsnt achool also has
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bound coplies of the Nationel Geographic Magazine for
reference use in the library. The library also has

an index avallable for thls magezine, There are 5,000
books, or an average of more than 800 volumes for each
of the six gradesa using the resources of the llibrary.
The independent school also has coples of a dally
newspaper as well as current magazines available for
reference purposes., (See appendices B and C of this paper)
Public Schools

The achools of Auburn and Mowsagqus have fulletime
librarians, Assumption and Mecon have library faclilitles
within thelr respective classrooms., Moweagua hag an
average of five large world atlases, or abéut‘twiec as
many as the other public schools, for the atudents' use
in geographlcsl research. Moweaqua has 10 sets of
standard encyclopediss in its livrary, while Auburn
has only two sets of this type of reference material,
Auburn and Moweaqua also keep bound coples of the
National Geographic Magazine for reference purposes,
but only Moweaqua has an index available for use with
the magazine,

The school librarles at Moweaqua end Auburn average
about 700 books for each of their classrooms. The fifth
and alxth grades at Assumption snd Macon have a supply
of nearly 300 books within each of thelr classrooms, A

daily newspaper and coples of current magazines are
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avallable for student's use at the Moweagua school,
Auburn also has coples of magezines in its library.
Only one sixth grade room at Assumption has magazines
for use by the students, There are no magazines or
newspapers avallable at the school in Macon,
3. Use of Fleld Trips
Fleld trips provide an opportunity for the students
to observe how man hes established pstterms of land use
such &g residential sreas, shopping centers, farms,
ranches, forests, roads, industrial plents, canals,
and rallroads, Trips c¢an also enabls students to ine
terpret the loecal physical features of the land, whether
mountains, plains, plateaus, rivers, lakes, seas, or
harbors, The setivities of msn, farming, dirying, manue
facturing, shipping, truoking, rasnching, fishing, end
mining are avallsble for study as spesclal projscts in
geography. Readingabout the abastraet certa nly provides
one with worthwhile informstion, however, it does not
measure up to the experiences geined from actusl observation
on fleld trips, An oftenerepeated saying, "Sesing 1s
believing,"” is verified by students! visitations to
important museums, cultural centers, snd industriasl sites,
Bach of these places provides an opportunity for the
correlation of gsogrephy to man's total environment,
2. Independent School
The independent school reports it makes 10 field
 trips with fts fifth end sixth grade studente during

the year, Most of the trips ars made to local points
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of interest, thereby indloating use of the variad

commmnity rescurces of z larpe metropolitun area

for corrsistion with its peography program.
be Publle Schools

The absense of opportunities for visitation of aress
of interest as found in large metropoliten centers has
prodused a noticesbls difference in the number of fleld
trips vade by tne publie schools in compariszon with the
independent school, The classes of Assmumption, Meoon,
and Howeaqua aversags about one trip per yeasr, Auburn
did not report a use of [lsid trips as s part of 1ts
geography programs
Specisl Activities or Prograns )

A wariety of activities or progrums can be orgenized
to develop and facrease interest in the subject of goow
graphye The students can prepsre materials for projscts
whioh are the results of elther Individusl or sommittee
offorts. In certain instances the entire claas may
wialh to work together in plenning snd preparing s joint
project,

The use of maps by the pupils fn their geography is an
exoellent means of furthering interest in the basic tool
of geography. Haps sre the most importsnt tools for use
in geographical work. As children work with meps they
are developing esitilles und concepis which will enatle them
to acquire additionsl knowledge about the world in which
they live, They are leurning how maps are tools in thelr
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study of geogrsphy. The tools ere useful for gaining
information about the dlstribution and relationships of
people, places, and things. The pupils become familar

with the language of maps, They learn thet maps have
symbols which are the keys necesssry for the interpretation
and understanding of the content of maps, (See appendix D)

Children need lessons in geogrephy thet requlire the
reading snd use of meps., Thelr opportunities for travel
are gaining conatantly as & result of improvemsats of
means of transportation, They are making use of their
opportunlities for visiting places of interest, local,
national, end international, Maps for study are avallable
in & variety of way, Atlases, textbooks, workbooks, desk
eutliﬁa meps, are easy to obtain and are excellent sources
of Information necessary for good geogrephy work. MNaps
are important for presenting facts of geography from the
primary to the university level, and for life.

The questiomnaire, of course, does not reveal all of
the ideas, methods, or means used by the teachers or
schools for the purpose of encoursging interest im the
field of geography. It does, however, indlcate some ways
In which the independent school, The Latin School ef
Chicago, and the publie schools of Assumption and Aunburn
aﬁtampt to further an interest in the development of the
subjeet.

a, Independent School
One device which the independent school, The Letin School
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of Chicago, uses to encourage interest in msaps and
thelr usage is a geography map exhibit in which all

of the maps have been prepared by class members of

the intermediate department. The display 1s open to
the entvire school and pafants are Invited to attend

a8 showing of the students! work., The achool also
makes & fleld trlp for members of the sixth grade to
the Rand MceNallyePubllishing Company, the world's
largest manufscturer of maps, thus lending emphasls

to the appr@ciétion and respect for maps and map work,

The Latin school slso provides & unique opportunity
for the students of the fifth snd sixth grades in
that they may attend a gerles of breakfasts of forelgn
countries held in the school's dining room. A typlcal
breakfast of this type consists of foods as featured
on a menu from Norway, Brazil, Australla, Egypt, Indla,
France or China,

The speclal breakfaats are an outgrowth of interest
aroused from the study of the forelgn countries in the
geography classes, As an aftermath of two of the
breakfast field trips are made to see the Egyptian
display st the Chlcago Museum of Natural History end
the Tropical plants st the Lincoln Park Conservatory.
Public Schools

The public schools of Assumption and Auburn, as well
as the independent school indicate & use of television

83 & means of creating additionsl Interest in the field




L7

of geography., There la also an agreement as to the
valuable contributions recelved from the visitation
of noted travelers and geographers.

The schools at Macon snd Mowsaqua did not indicate

the use of any of the above means for the enrichment

of geography in their oclasses,
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Chapter V

INTERPRETATINNG

The purpose of & geography program 1s to help the students
develop certain knowledges, understandings and appreclatbns in
order to mcome better Iinformed and more capable citlizens of
the sarth and in partioular their country. They must, by
| reading and obssrvationsgain a respect for the necessity of
the conservation of the natural resources, A knowledge of
geography should enable students %o have en understending and
appresiation of the concerna of other peoples, thelr culture,
and their homelands,

| Geography, propserly interpreted, 1s =2 dynamie

fleld of knowledge which deals with the earth end

the peoples who make it their home, Geogrsphy 1a
vital in helping us to understand man and the ways

in wiish he makes hils living from, and -in partnership
wlth the earth. It has bsen stated that & study of
man, which leaves peography out, is anslogous to
playing a game of chess without & board., Thls 18 say=
ing, in other words, that to omit or neglect the

arss in whioh these events unfolded is to
de~amphasize a very important aspect of the study,
without ghiah a complete Interpretation cannot

be made,

The writer has found in analyzing and comparing certaln
elements of the intermediste ceography curriculum of an
indepandent school, with its counterpart in selected publie
schools, ecertain noticeable sharacteriatics. The independent
school, The Latin School of Chicago, is orgenized ss & college

preparastory school. As such, it hss placed emphssis upon

1111inois Curriculum Program Subject Fisld Zeries Bulletin C-7
7 <ching the soclal “iudles, (January, 1902), De 35, Springrield,
iviinols,
-1}8~
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securing teachers for its faculty with speeilslized training
in various branches of its currliculum. The teacher of social
studies has specialized in geography, and as a result spends
much time in developing ways to use the subject as a contrie
butor to the overall expansion of the basic course of atudy.
Having advanced training In the field of gacgraphyvmakea it
possible to integrate the subjsct into, or with the soclal
studies, so that 1t can be used as an ald in bringing about
a better understanding of the totalitles of mm's living
within his environment,

Geography is for the enlightenment of people as to their
location on the esrth's surface. ¥ithout this knowledge, one
is unaware of the positlion of plasces of interest, even the
location of his state or nation's ﬁapital. ﬁgkﬁuwleéga of

position esrthwise is necessary to interpret the current nesws

i 3i & XSEAD

of today., The students in the independent school have
additional sdvantages by right of travel, membership in smaller
classes, snd sccess to azceilent sources of extensive library
refersnce materiasls, There i1s much similarity in the plans

and procedures of organization for conducting the geography
program in the two types of schools, in that it ls integrated
in the soclal stndies curriculum, One does, however, notice

a difference in the independent school's additional individual
student's classroom reference materials, and in the extra pre-
paration of m&pﬁ and speclal research projects concerning

geography thst requlre the use of library facllities, The

independent school, located in a large metropolitan area has

B ———




50

different opportunities. As a result, the geography material
is broadened with an extensive program of fleld trips to major
industries, centers of higher learning, and other cultural
institutions, such as: Chicago Museum of Natural History,
Chicago Historical Society, Shedd Aquarium, Adler Planetarium,
Museum of Science and Industry, Art Institute, Lincoln Park
Zoo, Lincoln Park Conservatory, HandeMcNally Map Company,
International Livestock Show, Chicago Academy of Sclences,
Lincoln country of Springfield, Illinols, and United States
Weather bureau.

- In a reconsideraticn of the two remarks, one by & passere-by
to the affect that an independent school was only for the
"La de da Trive” and the other by sn educator extolling its
merits for teaching opportunitlies, the writorALE iéélinod to
sccept the opinion of the latter. The willingness to do so
is based upon the experiences encountered while working in
independent schools, and also upon the responses to inquiries
mgde by the questlionnalire,

The writer has found the independent school, The Latin
School ef Chicago, to be most worthy of s position in the
‘educational system of schools. In all considerations of lts
faculty for conducting the geogrsphy program, the size of
classes in the intermediate department, squipment for work in
geography, and the spaclal activities for encouragement of
interest in geography, one becomes aware of its dedication

to the rolé of a college preparatory school.
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The writer has also found the public schools to be
worthwhile institutions of learning. Their faculties are
engaged in furtherance of academie training, The students
should benefit from the use of welleprganized courses of
study. Thelr equipment seems to be suffielent for the program
and vturity of the intermadiate grades in the fleld of geog-
raphy.

SUMMARY

The teacher of the independent school has acquired more
formal training in the discipline of geography. Teachers of
the sslectsd schools have accumulated epproximately the same
amount of time in teaching experisnces. The questionnaire
indicates that members of both the independent and public
schools have sstabliszhed records of travel expcéionoos that
are in most respscts quite similar, Respinses alsc revealed
that travel experiences were made an iﬁéértant part of the
course of study. It 1s evident that the teacher of the in-
depsndent achool, heving apecizlized in geography, is the
only member of the survey group that has relations with
professional geographical associations,

Clasaes of the public schools sre similar in number of
students, however, they are much larger than those of the
independent school. The students of the independent school
have established & greater record of travel experlences
over those of the public schools, Thelr experisnces have also
been consldered as an important contribution of subject material

in geography.




52

Ggography 1s presented ag &n integrated subject in all
of the schools of the survey group. The egqulipment used in
teaching gaography seens to be adequate for all schools,
however, there i1s a noticeable difference in the grester
amount of materials used by the independent school,

The independent school located In & large metropolitan
ares has an advantage of places to visit on field trips for
correla tion with its geography program., The independent
school also indicates & greater varlety of unusual activitles
arrzanged for the furtherance of interests in the fleld of
geography.

The many ways in which the Independent school, the Latin
School of Chicago, has exceeded the public schools of the
survey group verifles its dedication to its roié és a college
preparatory school, The teacher at the independent schoel,
of the discipline to assist the school in meintaining its

rightful position as an educational institution in soclety.




APPENDICES

53

sl 2 SIR20




APPENDIX A

Q U ESTTIONNATIRE

To: Teachers of Grades Five and Six

Subject: The Geography Curriculum

An attempt is being made to prepare an analysis of certain phases
of the geography curriculum as found in some of our schools, It would
be most kind of you as a ‘eacher, if you would take the necessary time
to give your responses to the various parts of the following questionnaire,
Only short answers are required as there are no questions calling for an
expression of opinions,

S« hool Grade

I, Teacher
A, Academic Training

1. Years of college completed

2. Attended college during the last five years ?

3. Major in geography ?

4., Minor in geography?

5. Semester hours of training in geography?

B, Tea: hing Experience

1, Taught less than five years?

2. Taught more than five years ?

3. Number of clas es each day?

4, Average number of students in each class ?

5. Do you teach in a homero.om system ?

6. Do you teach in a departmental system ?

-5l -
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C. Professional Associations

1, Do you belong to, attend the meetings of, or subscribe to the
publications of the following organizations ?

a) American Geographical Society

b) Illinois Geographical Society

c) National Council for Geographic Education
d) Chicago Geographic Society
D. Travel Experience
1, How many of the following places have you visited?

a) States

b) Foreign countries
2. Have you visited any of the following?
a) Springfield, Illinois

b) Chicago, Illinois

c) New York City

d) Washington, D, C,
E. Future Educational Plans

1, Attend college?

2. Work toward advanced degree?

I, Students

A, Size of classes
1. How many students are in this grade in the entire school?
2, How many sections or classes are there in the grade?

3. How many students are in your section of the grade?
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‘B, Travel Experience
1, States

a) How many students have visited all of the states ?

b) What is the greatest number of states visit ed by any one pupil ?

c) In combining their travel experiences how many of the different
states have they visited?

d) What is the average number of states visited by each student?

2. Foreign countries

a) How many students have visited a foreign country?

b) What is the greatest number of foreign countries visited by any
one student ?

¢) In combining their travel experiences how many of the different
foreign countries have they visited?

d) What is the average number of foreign countries visited by eac
student? -

3. How many students have visited the following places?
a) Springfield, Illinois T
b) Chicago, Illinois .

c) New York City

d) Washington, D, C,
C. Cultural Associations

1, How many students have membership cards for or attend meetings
of the following organizations ?

a) Fublic libraries
b) Musical concerts

c) Geographic societies
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Future plans

1 . How many plan to attend college?

2. How many plan to seek employment after finishing high school?
rse of Study

I' Plan

" 1, Is geography taught as a separate subject?

':' 2. Is it taught as a part of social studies?

. 3. Does the individual teacher determine the major part of the plans
i for the geography course of study?

" 4, Are the plans prepared by a committee of teachers?
5. Do the plans come from the office of the superintendent of schools ?

6. Do the plans call for the students to prepare detailed written reports
on special subjects using the available library facilities ?

- 7. Do the students receive compilation sheets of suggested references
and sources of information for preparing reports? '

8, Approximately how many maps does each student prepare during
the year's work? 0, 5, 10, 15, 20, 25, 30°? .

9, Are there prepared evaluation sheets for judging map skills and
abilities ?

‘ 10, What is the copyright date of the textbooks in geography or social
3 studies now in use by the class ?

11, Does the teacher prepare her own tests?

" 12, Does the teacher use copies of the tests prepared by the textbook
publisher s?

13, Are filmstrips used to supplement the material of the textbook ?
14, Are films made a part of the geography or social studies program?_

15. Are workbooks a part of the same program?

16, Is the Eastern or Western Hemisphere the main substance of the
year's course of study?
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'7. Do the students have individual copies of the following?

a) Junior Scholastic Magazine?

b) National Geographic School Bulletin?

c) Weekly Reader's Maps and Map Skills?

“cial Facilities or Opportunities at the School or within the Community
Classroom

1. Number of large wall maps ?

- 2. Is there a wall chart of geographical terms?

3. Number of large reference atlases?

4. Does each student have an individual classroom atlas ?

5, Is there a Webster's Geographical Dictionary?

.~ 6. Is there a large unabridged dictionary?

7. Is there sufficient bulletin board space for display of correlated
materials ?

- e

8. Is there storage space in file cabinets for picture collections ?

9. Is there a sufficient supply of copies of printed outline maps ?

10, Is there adequate space in cabinets to keep copies of such maps?

rem——

11, Is there a wall mounted movie screen?

12, How many sets of standard encyclopedias ?

13, Is there a planetarium available for use?

14. Is there a large classroom globe in the room ?

B, Library
1, Is there a full time librarian?

2. How many different kinds of world atlases are available for use by
the students ?
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- 3. Do the children have classes in library skills to assist them in

attaining a better understanding of the use of the resources of
the library?

4, How many times a week do they attend such classes ?

5. How many sets of standard encyclopedias are on file in the school
library?

6. Are there bound copies of the National Geographic Magazine for
research purposes?

7. Is there an index for this magazine?
8. Are there copies of daily newspapers?
9., Are copies of current magazines also kept on file?
' 10, What is the approximate number of books in the library?
C. Special Activities |
1. Field trips taken each year (Number)

a) Local

b) Out of town
2. Do the students study a foreign language?

3. Are the local television programs used as a source of information
for special assignments in the geography or social studies classes?

4. Do the students have an opportunity to have breakfast at school
chosen from a foreign menu?

5, Is there a Geography Club at school?

6. Does the school hold special map exhibits ?

7. Does the class visit a map publishing company for one of its field
trips?

8. Have geographers, world travelers, or others that are associated
-with a particular phase of geography visited the class ?




APPENDIX B
PRACTICE SHEET FOR LIBRARY RESEARCH

INDEPENDENT SCHOOL
(Grade 5)

- Use the available materials in our school library to find information for the
 following problems in social studies :

(To complete this exercise you will have to use a variety of references and

kinds of responses, Some of the questions will need numbers of pages, chap-
ters, or catalogue numbers for correct identification, Additional problems

" will require ‘other information that is of a different type than already mentioned,

- 1, Goode's World Atlas

Use the index to give the exact reference points of location for Springfield,
INllinois,

Page Latitude N. Longitude A

;'_2. Viebster's Geographical Cictionary

Texas :

Total Area sq. m, Land Area sq. m,

- 3, The American Continentsby H, Barrows, E, Farker, and G, Sorensen

State the page number to be used for information about Uranium deposits
in Canada, Fage

,; 4, Geography of the Americas by W, R, McConnell

What page gives information about sulphur deposits ? Yrage .

= 5, Your Country and Mine by G, £, Brown

What do the figures in italics indicate in the Index and Fronouncing Vocab-
ulary ?

7' 6. The New World and its Growth by J, G, Meyer and C, S, Hamer

Tell what page has a rainfall map of the United States,

-60- 3
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I, Tell a publication series of bulletins by the /. merican Geographical Society
i and its catalogue number that you would use to locate information about Peru,
. a country of South America,

Catalogue number

Find the catalogue number of a series of publications of bulletins by the
- American Geographical Society that you would use to locate information
about Georgia, one of the United Ctates,

Publication series

Catalogue number

Life in Alaska by Stuart R, Tompkins

Give the meaning of mukluks

State the page number for a picture

National Geographic Magazine Cumulative Index Vol, I1

Fill in the following blanks for information about Fort Sam Houston :

Title of selection L

Author

Number of illustrations in color

Number of illustratidns in black and white

Volume No., Cate

Pages

Check the latest publication of the World Almanac and Book of Facts to give

the name of a United States Cenator from Alaska,

2o

What dictionary would you use to find detailed information about the

River ?
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13, Zow many magazine articles about water were published during the year

1960 ?

14, Use the Worldmark Encyclopedia of the Nations to state the exact latitude
and longitude of Cuba,

Latitude

Longitude

15, How many IN._tional r arks are listed in the Cee £merica Vacation Guide for

California * FEow many state rarks

16, World Book Atlas

What is the area of the state of New York 7 sq, m,

what is its population -

17, Britannica Junior Lncyclopaedia

Cn what page and in which volume can you find a mag of the ldcatic}xi of

tribes of early / merican Indians : Volume i-age

e

18, “vhat volume of the Compton's rictured Lncyclopedia would you use to

study charts or diagrams of wind belts and wind movements of the earth?

Volume rages ( to )

1¢, Within the Americas by omlyn C, Jones, J, “Warren Nystrom, and Helen

Harter : Give the page number for a picture of the Bunker Hill Monument

20, Rand McNally Life Pictorial + tlas of the World : Cn what page can you find

a map showing the agricultural zones for the state of Nebraska .

21, National Geographic Atlas of the Fifty States :

On what page can you find cn explanation of map symbols for this book ?

Page no,




APPENDIX C
PRACTICE SHEET FOR LIBRARY RESEARCH

INDEPENDENT SCHOOL
(Grade 6)

Use the available materials in our school library to find information for the
following problems in social studies :

(To complete this exercise you will have to use a variety of references and
kinds of responses. Some of the questions will need numbers of pages, chap-
ters, or volumes, Cthers may require names of publications or the card
catalogue numbers for correct identification, Additional problems will need
further information that is of a different type than already mentioned,)

1, Goode's World Atlas

QGive the exact reference points of location for Karachi, Pakistan,

Latitude Longitude

2. Use the Table of Contents in the same reference book to locate a map of :
natural vegetation, (World Map) (Ll ¢

Page number of Table of Contents Map pages

3. The Old World and its Gifts by Meyer, Hamer, and Grisso : ;

What page gives information about the caste system of India ? Page

4, Beyond the Oceans by N, Pounds and E, Jones :

What does the (*) indicate in the index of this book ?

5. Card Catalogue:

Give the card catalogue number of a book entitled Land and People of Japan

~

by Donald Richie,

6. National Geographic Magazine Cumulative Index (1899 - 1946) :

Fill in the fqllowtng blanks for an article about Ferth, Australia:

Name of article

Author




6l

Number of illustrations in color Date

The Worldmark Encyclopedia of the Nations :

Name the chief language of the Libyans

Give the page number for the above information

. Use the same book to indicate the page number for information about the

climate of Turkey,

. The World Book Encyclopedia :
Give the two words and their meanings used to make the word "Zanzibar,"

means and means

Give the volume number of this reference book, Volume No,

[ . Card Catalogue :
Use this source of information to locate a book ahout the new Africa, Check
the book to give informatior. about the word ''fellaheen,"

- Fesege

Name of book

Authors

Publishers Copyright Date
Card Catalogue Number Index Page Number

Book Irage Number ¥ Line numbers on the page and

Webster's Geographical Dictionary :

What page number gives the pronunciation key for the words Hindu Kush ?

Page

The World Almanac and Book of Facts for 1959 :

Use the index to find the number of telephones in Austria as January 1, 1957,

Page No, Number of telephones

¥
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‘13. Around the World Frogram : (American Geographical Society)

Use the booklet with the library number 896 to state the meaning of the word
B

Cape,

14, Abridged Readers' Guide to Periodical Literature (January 1960) :
Give the name of an article, its author, and the magazine in which it can be
found, that tells information about the fiords of Norway,

Article Author

Magazine

|15, Cumulative Book Index January - July 1960 :

How many books were listed during these months concerning Thailand ?

16, Guided Tours of the World : India (Colorslide Tfavel Program) FANCRAMA

State the Hindi word that means the same as the number three,

' 17, National Geographic £tlas of the World :

On what page can you find a map location of Timbuktu ? Page

P

What are its location points ?

| 18, The World Book Atlas :

Give the meaning of the term ''sea level,"

19. Give the author's name of the booklet on Australia of the Around the World

Program by the American Geographical Society (Copyright Dates 1956, 1961)

- 20, Everyday Life in Ancient Times by The National Geographic Society :

Cn what page can one find a picture of the Sphinx of Ancient Egypt ? Fage

Of the Rosetta Stone?




APPENDIX D

SCORE SHEET FOR JUDGING ENTRIES IN GEOGRAPHY MAP EXHIBIT

INDEPENDENT SCHOOL

NAME CLASS 5 6 BLUE ORANGE

L,

II,

II1,

Iv

A%

VI

VII,

GENERAL CONDITION AND APPEARANCE OF MAPS

Are the edges and corners in good condition?
Are the maps attractive and unsoiled?

ALLOW 0 - 13 POINTS SCORE
TITLES

Do the titles have good locations ?
Are the letters uniform in size and spacing?

ALLOW 0 - 13 POINTS SCORE

LEGENDS CR KE YS

Do the legends or keys have good locations ?
Is there an explanation of the parts?

ALL OW 0-~13 POINTS .SCORE
PRINTING

Has a suitable size of printing been usad?
Are the words spelled correctly?

ALLOW 0 - 13 POINTS SCORE

COLORING

Does the coloring show uniformity of shading ?
Do the colors match the keys or legends ?

ALLOW 0 - 13 POINTS SCORE

ACCURACY
Do the maps show accurate representation of facts ?

ALLOW 0 - 15 POINTS SCORE

MAP WCRK REQUIRED
Do the maps indicate simple, moderate, or very detailed work?

ALLOW 0 - 20 POINTS SCORE

66 TOTAL SCORE




B8IALIOGRAPRY

Teaching the Social Studies, Tllinois Curriculum Program

Subject Fleld Series ,/ Bulletin C=7, Springfleld,

Illinois, January 1962

67

www.manharaa.com



	Eastern Illinois University
	The Keep
	1964

	Intermediate Geography Curriculum of Selected Schools: A Comparative Study
	Dale D. Workman
	Recommended Citation


	tmp.1548952987.pdf.f4gCk

